Jindal Industrial Park:

India’s First Private Industrial Estate without Environmental Clearance

Jindal Industrial Park is the India’s first Industrial Estate in private sector developed in Raigarh District, Chhattisgarh. A memorandum of understanding (MoU) to this effect was signed between the Chhattisgarh State Industrial Development Corporation (CSIDC) and Jindal Steel and Power Ltd (JSPL), a private sector company on 23rd October 2002. 

CSIDC acquired the land in Village Punjipathara & Tumideh Raigarh District for JSPL and allotted approximately 620 Acres of land in June & December 2004 at a very cheap rate around Rs.20, 000/- per Acre which in turn the company allotted the plots on lease to different entrepreneurs @ Rs.300,000/- per Acre, thus making a huge profit (Loot) of public property.

Not only this the State Government make provision in MOU for assistance towards establishment of common facilities, covering quality improvement, technology  upgradation, market promotion and technical skills in the proposed Industrial Estate upto a limit of Rs. 2.00 crores.

According to EIA Notification 1994, 7th July amendment it was mandatory to have environmental clearance before establishing the Industrial Estate but the company till date not have any clearance from MoEFand nor seems to be interested in doing so.

Supply of the electricity to industrial units situated in the Jindal Industrial Park is another illegal act of M/s JSPL. The company started supplying electricity to these units from its captive power plant since 01.03.2004 without any licence to supply electricity as mandatory under Electricity Act 2003. The case is still pending with Chhattisgarh State Electricity Regulatory Commission. 

Amazing but true the company started supplying electricity from its captive power plants at Patrapali, Raigarh district   to many industrial units when there was even no land to establish industrial estate. In complete violation of laws illegally felled trees to develop the estate for which penalty was imposed by revenue department. This too was before allotment of 650 Acres of land by government. 
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